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tudying abroad
takes courage,
money, com-
prehensive
planning and
timely imple-

mentation. Piyush
Bhartiya lists common
mistakes that students
should avoid while apply-
ing

Studying abroad is a
dream most students see
and strive to fulfil.
Independence, a high
standard of living, new
cultures and customs are
the things that excite
many students. Besides
wonderful life experience,
studying abroad is highly
beneficial as it gives the
required start to the
career in the form of
valuable placements and
practical experience of
working in numerous
industries. Because of
many benefits, seeking
foreign education is not
easy. It takes courage, a
lot of funds, comprehen-
sive planning, and timely
implementation.
Therefore, foreign educa-
tion is not everyone’s cup
of tea.

Still, every year from
India, around 6 lakh stu-
dents go abroad for seek-
ing education, and this
data is increasing at an
average rate of almost 20
per cent every passing
year. As studying abroad
is not easy, many students
make usual mistakes in
some areas. But, what are
those areas?

Applying with limit-
ed renowned univer-
sities

This is the area where
most students commit a
mistake. Mistake of only
applying with limited
well-known universities,
thinking only these uni-
versities could give the
required boost to their
career. However, that is
not true. There are many
universities across the
world that do not fall
under lists of top univer-
sities but
give quality
edu-

cation. These universities
are full of noble laureates
who teach professionally
and make education
seekers understand the
practical applicability of
the numerous subjects.
Therefore, before apply-
ing for the programme,
an applicant should do
thorough research
regarding different uni-
versities of a country.
Several websites help stu-
dents by making them
aware of the quality of
education of a university
and its true reputation.

Lack of details on
how to apply and
pursue education

Another area where
education seekers go
wrong is the procedure of
applying for admission.
Without adequate and
genuine information,
applying for a course in a
foreign university can be
challenging for a student,
especially for non-techy
ones. Different foreign
universities/schools
follow dif-
ferent
complicat-
ed admis-

sion procedures. So many
formalities and submis-
sions make it a rigorous
procedure, where it is
probable that a student
may make certain mis-
takes. Therefore, taking
admission in one can be a
procedure full of perplex-
ity. Hence, it is necessary
to take proper assistance.
One can take the assis-
tance of a genuine con-
sultancy/agency whose
core operation is to assist
students in taking admis-
sion to foreign universi-
ties or of the people in
the relative/friend circle
who will tell you about
their practical experience
along with assistance in
the application proce-
dure.

Incomplete knowl-
edge of the different
courses

and programmes

Last but not the least,
applicants lack informa-
tion about different
courses and programs
being offered by several
universities. A foreign
university, considering
the applications of
admissions across the
world proffers a wide
variety of courses.
Knowing about all the
programs and courses a
university offers, an
applicant can make the
decision out of
numerous
available
alternatives.
Sometimes, a
student
makes a
wrong choice
due to infor-
mation
about lim-

ited

programmes or courses.
Hence, it is of para-
mount importance to
have complete knowl-
edge about the pro-
grammes of a university. 

Seeking foreign edu-
cation involves spend-
ing your time and
money and hence is
directly linked with the
outcome. The entire
process of selecting col-
lege & course, along
application procedure is
always complicated, and
probable that an appli-
cant may make some
mistakes and hence it is
highly advised to seek
mentorship for the
same. Best mentors
would be students from
your target set of uni-
versities.

Plan, implement

Besides doing in-
depth research or taking
the assistance of gen-
uine agencies/  consul-
tancies, many ed-tech
platforms are nowadays,
helping out student with
the admission proce-
dure, along with con-
necting you with
Current international
students. From the
application process to
taking admission, they
assist the education
seekers in every stage.
Therefore, it is recom-
mended to go for the

process as per the
planning, budget and
convenience.

(The writer is Co-
founder and CEO,
AdmitKard)

he famous quote by
John Dewey, “If we
taught the kids of today
like we taught yester-
day’s we rob them of
their tomorrow” is per-

fect to describe the prevailing sit-
uation of the Indian education
system.

The education handbook that
we are using today was made
many centuries ago. 

The authors of the ancient
handbook had no idea how
unimaginably different the world
would look like hundreds of years
later. Though facts remain the
same, the acquisition of knowl-
edge in today’s times happens
through search engines instead of
experiences, and therefore knowl-
edge is no more the only respon-
sibility of schools.Today’s millen-
nial learners require an innova-
tive skill set to be able to succeed
in these dynamic times. They
need to create their own hand-
book which is relevant to the cur-
rent scenario and this can only be
achieved by encouraging the
learners to question what exists,
communicate effectively, work as
a team and come up with out of
the box solutions to today’s prob-
lems. These skills have been
termed as the 21st Century Super
Skills by the United Nations.

21st century super skills

21st century super skills as

mentioned above, helps the learn-
ers share their thoughts and
ideas, work in unison with others,
think out of the box, and find
solutions to problems.

They might get a job for their
mark sheets and degrees but if
they will be able to sustain it, will
depend on these skills. 

They might find a friend by the
click of a button but if they will
be able to keep the friendship and
develop long-lasting meaningful
relationships will depend on
these skills. They might be able to
follow a procedure to make thou-
sands of replicas of a product, but
if they will be able to create
something new or innovate, it
will depend on these skills. 

They might all have their own
different set of problems but if
they will be able to find different
solutions to these problems will
depend on these skills. 

The need of the hour is not to
create mere responsible citizens

who can adapt to every change
anymore, it is to create responsi-
ble leaders who can make the
changes wherever required.

Another nomenclature for
these skills as stated by the
United Nations is “The 4 Cs” –
Communication, Collaboration,
Critical Thinking and Creativity
that a child must learn at an early
age.

Edu-tech companies are look-
ing to constantly works on creat-
ing and curating effective
resources that can help empower
the learners with the necessary
skills needed to negotiate with
their world today. 

All these products are effective
and provide opportunities to
build one or more of these skills
in a fun, engaging and experien-
tial way. 

These teaching-learning
resources are hand-picked from
around the world to provide the
benefits of global education to
our Indian learners in all parts of
the country. 

One of Saar, an edu-tech com-
pany’s recent launch “The Home-
Schooling Kit” is a unique compi-
lation of 4 such programs and
focuses on the 4Cs and as the
name suggests all this is done in
the comfort of their homes. 

(The author, Priyali Aggarwal,
is the Director, Academic
Excellence, SAAR Education (I)
Pvt. Ltd.) 
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The magic Cs education
system needs to amplify 


